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OBITUARY 


Or. J. ALLEi\i HVIMEK 

191D-19a6 


BUFOHA's Cauncil have learnsd uith great regret of the death of 
Dr* J* Allen Hvnek, the Founder and Scientific Director of CLfFOS^ 
the Centre for UTD Studies and, until March of this year Editor 
□ f the INTERNATIONAL UFG REP OR TER* Dr* Hynek, iijho iijaa a feiij days 
atijay from his 7Gth birthday uuaa regarded as the leading authcrity 
in the field of ufology end iijas iijidely respected all over the 
tijorld far his indefatigable ujork in idriting and lecturing on the 
subject* 

Allen Hynek, uhp was of Czechoslovakian descent uias born in 
Chicago, Illinois on May 1st, IRIQ and attended the University of 
Chicago uihere he received his S5 in 1931 and his PhD in astro¬ 
physics four years later- In 193A he became Assistant Professor 
at the University cf Chicago Verkea Cbseruatory and over the next 
30 years he held the folloming major posts* Instructor in Physics 
and Astroncmy, Chic State University, 1935-19A1; Astronomer to 
Ohio State's Perkins Cbservatcry, 1935 to 1956; Assistant Pro¬ 
fessor, Physics and Astronomy, Ohio State University, 19A1-A5; 
Supervisor of Technical Reports, Applied Physical Laboratory, 

Johns Hopkins University, 19^2-19A6; Associate Professor of Physics 
and Astronomy, Chio Jtate^s University, 19AG-195D,and Professor of 
Astronomy 1950-1953, Uisiting Lecturer, Harvard University, 1956- 
196D; Chief of the Section cf Upper Atmosphere Studies and Sate¬ 
llite Tracking and Associate Director of the Smithsonian Astro- 
physical Uhser vatdry, 1956-196LI ; and Chairman cf the Department of 
Astronomy and Director of Dearborn Observatory, Northuiestern Univ¬ 
ersity, Illinois 1960-1975* 

His involvement mith UFOs began in 19A5 li^hen he use appointed 
astronomical consultant to the LISAF on their Slue Book Project an 
appointment mhich lasted until Clue Book uias closed in 19GQ* Initi¬ 
ally Dr Hynek was sceptical about UFOs, but in 196&, having issued 
his famous (or infamous) swamo gas Explanation for two of a number 
□f sightings in Michigan his views changed- The media misrepresented 
his findings in this case and made it appear that his 'solution' 
applied to all the sightings rather than a selected number* In the 
years which fallowed he became more interested in the ETH idea and 
came tc the conclusion that a much greater effort should be made 
by scientists to examine the phenomenon in depth- After Blue Book 
was wound uo he became very critical of the USAF's role in the 
project and its method of investigation- In 1973 he founded CUFDS 
and two years later became a full time ufologist- His helief was 
that the solutipn to the mystery would orovide a vast, and totally 
unexpected quantum -leap in human knowledge and understanding- 

Dr Hynek was the first speaker to present testimony to the 
USA's House Science and Astronautics Committee Hearings during in 
1963, and Later beeam b advisor on Steven Bpellberg's film 'Close 
Encounters of the Third Hind*' In 1976 he spoke to a United Nations 
meeting on a proposed establishment of a department to conduct 
and co-ordinate research into UFDs and associated phenomena- 

He was a Fellow nf the Royal Hstronomicai Society, a member of 
the American Astronomical Society, the Internatianal Astronomical 
Union and the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
CAAAS)- 

He wrote numerous technical papers on astrcphysics and was the 
author of several textbooks on UFQs, including THL UFU LXPERILNCLj 
A SDlEryTTFIC INQUIRY" published in L972 and THE HYNEh UFO REPORT, 
1977, 
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Dr Hynek had many close links kjith 3UF0RA having attended its 
first IntErnatlanal ConfErEnce in 1^79 and the one held at Hinh 
, ^19S3, yhera he presented his paper "A MGDERfy 
ESTIMATE DF THE HIjUATIDIM: AN □WERl/IEUJ" in which he called for a 
fresh yieujpaint tc study the phenomencn. 

, Ccuncil extends its symcathy tp Mrs Hynek and his family in 
tiieir loss, one which the world of ufolgy shares with them* 


JE>\)N¥ RANDLE3 writes: Since August, 1985, when I first learned cf 
Or. Hynek' s ^ fatal illness, I have dreaded every call from the LISA, 
Uhilst raaliaticaliy these of us whe knew him realised that the 
end must be close tue all hoped that some miracle uould save him, 
Allen Hynek mas so important td the marld of ufclngy that life 
Without him is hard to contEmplatE. 

lUhen Ray Qpeche called me cn April 3Dth tn say that Allen had 
died peacefully un the night of 27th-Z6th I was only thankful that 
tha end had ceme mercifully fast. 

Anyone who met Allen would instantly recall his remarkable 
Vivacicusness. It underscored everything, and made it very hard tc 
accept that he was 75 years eld. Even in his final year, just months 
before the brain tumour struck, he had visited Hessdalen, the scene 
of so much recent UFD activity in Norway* In conditiens many young 
ufologists would run a mile from (temperature perpetually - 25°CJ) 
hE showed his centinued passion to discover the truth. He was 
hungry for the facta about the UFO ohenomenon - the subject which 
had come to dominate his life- Once he was told by a journalist 
that he would probably not be remernhered as an astronomer (of which 
he was one of Americans finest) but as the man who leoitimised 
UFGs- This was something he never feared. He was our greatest 
advocate, nur most honoured researcher* But he was one of us. Those 
things say it all about the man * 

1 met him several times, in Britain and the USA and sampled the 
good old fashioned hospitality which he and his wife Miuii (herself 
a most perceptive and knowledgable UFD researcher) offered as a 
matter of courae* He was a friendly man, not afraid lu aumit that he 
still did not know what was haopening in this complicated subject 
of mrs* Vet he knew that something exciting was going on, and that 
waa what mattered- There was no purpase in sitting on the fence. It 
wds imaortant to him that his scientific peers listened. Many of 
the physicists, astronomErs and other scientists who populate the 
UFO field owe their interest to Allen. He stimulated and catalysed* 
He teased them into feelings of guilt beesuse he was prepared to 
toll it like it was* Vet never did he overstep the boundaries of the 
scientific dlsciplinE. Hs was the mould from which todays ufo- 
logists have all been forged- Be should never forget the debt that 
is due - 

Sometimes he was criticised. liJhy did he act as official con¬ 
sultant to the USAF for so long? Ulhy did he not soeak out about the 
things that he saw being covered up? He answered these charges 
simoiy and effectively* If he haj made a fuss he would have been 
kicked out. He needed access to the data so that he could accumulate 
the evidence and use that later to alert others* He silenceo all his 
critics in two quite iTiarvellous ways. 

when he left the oust of govErnment consultant he immediately 
brought the 'invisible college' out into the open. This was a team 
of scientists (including Jacques Uallee) who he had wooed quietly 
for some years. From this springboard came CLiFOB- It was the first 
UFD group set uo on scientific lines. Many of us have followed its 
lead, dUFBRM is what it is today because we have tried to ecnulate 
the standards he set* 


3 




Another thing he did iijas iminediately to sit doyn end iiirite 
his definitiye bock - explaining all the things he had discovered 
in hia 2D years as governinent watchdog, THE UFD EXPERlEiyCE is 
still one of the few truly classic works in the genre. It was an 
Epic and will remain the yardstick by which others are judged. 

Hia typical iricdeaty (even naiveity) ia shown by his dealings 
with Steven Spielberg. It was he who convinced Allen that the 
film would be a serious, fictional look at UFDs and so impressed was 
Alien that he threw hislot behind the film of which he was chief 
consultant. He allowed the title CL USE E[^CDUr\ITERS OF THE THIRD 
hlHD to be based on the classification schemE he adopted in THE 
UFO EXPERIENCE. He even filmed scEnss and appeared in seme shots, 
most of which were edited out. He does appear for a feu seconds 
towards the end of the film as he advances, faoe aglow, to meet 
the aliens- 

Allen was sued by hispjhlishers who accused him of having 
sold the film rights of THE UFD EXPERIENCE without permission. Cf 
course he had done nc such thing in his opinion, Hia interest lay 
in the thought that the film might transform the UFD subject. It 
did just that in a way that he could never have anticipated - it de¬ 
fused interest and led to the virtual death of UFD interest. This 
change can be traced almost directly to the release of the film- 
It is perhaps irenic that Allen will be known for bringing a 
phrase into the language. How many men can claim that? Yet the 
phrase Close Encounter no longer applies to a farm cf UFO, It in¬ 
vades all aspects of our culture. Every day you hear something new 
termed ^a close encountEr', I doubt that some of them were in 
Allen's mind when he came up with the phrase. 

And so Alien is nc longer with us - but his deeds remain- No'* 
body did more to make UFDs respectable. That you and I are not 
laughed at in the streets is directly attributable to him. His 
passing rated not nne mention in the British press- In the USA he 
received glowing tributes including several column inches and a 
photograch in the NE^U VURH TIMES, He deserved every millimetre of 
that. It shows that those he'left behind, and who grieve at the loss 
□f husband, father, friend and colleague, that his life meant so 
much- His achievements will live on- 

SomewherE, I suscact, Allen is having hia own cluse encaunter 
at this very moment* I am sure that he is enjoying both the fasci- 
naticn and the experience, lyhilst we ere farced to speculate, he may 
now know. The legacy that he has left is one we should hold very dear. 

Allen taught us hew to be breve in the face of ridicule. How to 
stand up for the truth, be it mundane cr IncrEdible. He showed us 
the way that ufology must gc as we move towards the 21st century- 


An interview with Dr, Hynek recorded by Lionel Beer 
and published in the Aoril, 1571 issue af BPACELINH 
will be reproduced in the July issue of the HULLLTirJ 
in tribute tc Dr. Hynek's life and work. 
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■REPORT QIM THE UFO SIGHTIIMG IN ZIMBAEUE - JULY,1985 


CViMTHiA HIPJO 


CVNTHIfl HIND is MUFON's representative in Africa and is 
based in iifnhatiLiJs* She has Isctursd to BUFDRA uienTbers on 
a numtier of occasions and is the author nf many articles on 
UFOs and ufology as ujell as "UFOs AFRiCAiV EfyCDUI^TER3pub¬ 
lished in 1982* 


□ n July 22ndf 19S5 tbjp HAE Haujk MK 6Ps mere scrambled by the 
ZimbabcdG Air Force from Thornhill Air Force Base, Gujeru, to 
investiyate a 'bright flying object’' over Bulanjayp Airoort# 

According to the report uhich appeared in THE HERALD neus- 
□□D&r on August 2nd, Commander of the Zimbabwe Air Force, Air 
Marshall Azim Paudaota said: ’This ujas no ordinary unidentified 
flying object- Even the tuo fighter pilots had visual contact 
uith it over BuXauayn-’ 

The abject, orange in colour in some reports, uae sighted 
first over Beit Bridge (the boroer post betkijeen Bouth Africa 
and Zimbabuia) then in Guanda, iJEst Nicholson and the Plumtree 
area, all within ZimbabuiPi it was last seen from the Bulaujavi^ 
Airoort control tower- 

Unfcrtunately, the radar at the Metanrol□□ica1 Qffice in 
Bulautavo had been dismantled for servicing and'uas not working^ 
aithOLioh according to Grouo Captain Sykes of the Zimbabwe Air 
Force, it was the fac* that the obiect was picked up on radar 
that convinced the Air Force of the reality of the obiect- 

'rhla immediately rulea out that it could have been a 
balloon' said the Group Captain- 'Besides which’, he added, 

’checks were maoe with the meteorological office who confirmed 
that nc weather halloons had been launched at that time.' 

Sudseguently, i sopke to Air Go-imcdorc Dave Theme, also of 
the ZAF and he felt this was a genuine 'unidentified flying 
object.^ The Air Commodore told me that the two jets wera 
scramhiEd at 17, 5 and were cirected to the object which was 
hovering over Bulawayo at about 7,[J[JDft. But as the aircraft 
aooroached the object shot uo at a great rate of knots Caooro><i- 
mataly 2,3BQkph) to aoD roximat ely 7D,D[JDft Air traffic at Bula¬ 
wayo Airoort was delayed For several hours while the jets were 
investigated, 

Bne of my investigators in South Africa, Biep Barnard, spoke 
to Fir van der Riet of C5IR (Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Rasearch) and ho sold: 'Guonosing a statlanary object is in a posi¬ 
tion of say, lOkm altitude, the view to an observer in an air¬ 
craft approaching at a height cf acaroximatEly 2kin, would be 
that of an ascending object* Ueoending of course, on cne actual 
altitudes of both object and obsErver, soeed of observer, dis¬ 
tances between observer and object, this theory could hold true 
and as such an illusion of a raoidly rising object would be 
created to the viewer*" 

The Jets levelled out at 31,0G0Ft and then returnsd to 
thsir base at Thornhill AFB which is just nutsioe uwEru in Zim¬ 
babwe- ii?hen they arrived there, they were surprised to see the 
object hr\/Ering above the Base* This was witnessed by several 
officers ono men- 

fhe two pilots involved were C- Cordy-HEdge and r,R, van 
Jooyen* lioth men were 2b years of ags, Cnrdy“Hanne has ISuL'l 
flight hdurs to his credit and T-H. van Rooyen, ibbJ hdurs- 

Eordy-Hertne wrote: 'The object was sighted on the 22no 
July, 1985, at an altitiide of AbliTlft- The weather was riusk-cavok* 
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It seemed to be (the □bject) appraxirnetely 15 miles south east 
□ f Bulaiijayo* The aircraft was in a steady climb* I could sae the 
object through the cockpit Ldindow and had very good uisibility- 
The object appeared to maintain its distance, hut had very fast 
acoeleration at a high altitude before disappearing* It iiias a 
bright orange in colour and appeared star-like in shape but mas 
toe far aujay to determine exactly- It moved off in an easterly 
direction at a very high speed*' Cordy-Hedge estimated that the 
object had moved from 15,DDDft to GD-,QQOft* 

T*R- van Reoyan gave a aimiiar report; he too sam the 
object through his cockpit canopy and the visibility uias good* He, 
together uith Cordy-Hedge said the observation lasted for 50 
minutes- The object appeared as a bright star, initially orgnge, 
but cf an indefinable shape* It disappeared in an easterly dir¬ 
ection at a high soeed* He estimated the altitude of the object 
to go from 15,0Dnft to IQ0,0Q0ft* 

ACTION TAHEN 

I fleui dnun to Bulamayo, mhich is some 53Ckm from Harare, and 
spoke to IM-I* Buli uho mas the Heteorological Officer pn duty at 
the time of the incident- He had mritten to me in reply to my 
gueries regarding the UTC and I report some of the significant 
pertiens of his letter- He said that the previous day i*e* 

July Slst, he had picked up several reports of the object being 
seen over Seit Bridge, Plumtree etc- No—one seemed to knou uhat 
it was but he took the precaution of alerting the Zimbabue Air 
Force at Thornhill- He also heard that the South African Air 
Force had sent up ttijo of their fighters to investigate but they 
thought the object uas a high altitude research Palluon and uay 
above the ceiling of the aircraft* 

tin July 22nd, Bull had seen the object almost due south of 
the airfield at an elevation of 30'®^- Through binoculars It 
appeared spherical and mas quite bright and could have been a 
balloon coateo ujith some sort of metallic reflecting material- 
Heferrino to various reports he uas able to calculate that the 
object bjas between 7D,ODO and 140,0DDft up- He heard the Hauik 
jets pass overhead and a feuj minutes later the object seemed to 
disappear from vieii]- All this happened at dusk and ZimhabLje 
being close to the equator, there is hardly any twilight- It is 
possible that the sun illuminated the object and iijhen it sank 
belcw the horizon the object could no longer be seen- 

There was no radar ujorking at BulaiiJayo at the time as the 
Meteorological Qffioer radar uas being serviced- The Office 
balloons are lost betuEen i*5|ll00 and 6D,DOOft and there kiere none 
uo at the time- But the uind patterns at high levels up tc this 
h eight uere not descriptive of the moticn of the object * 

” At this juncture, I had taken a UFC International lileek Stand 
at the Harare Shotii. and uas aporaachedl by tuo young men from 
Falccn College (just outside Bulawayo)- They had seen the object 
through a telesccpe and the one described it to me as disc-like 
at the top with a trailing object beneath- He thought it might 
be a meather balloon. At the same time, Maria Sullivan, one of 
my LiFD group in Harare, told me that Mike 'iSilliams of Plum tree 
School had said that tuJO of their teachers had sootted the 
object and described it as being 'like an inverted wine-glass- 
This description immediately rang a bell in my mind- Bn ^ 
Octocer 31st, 19^3, there had been a UFG over Rip de Janiero in 
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Brazil^ tjith hundreds af witnesses* Ths Brazilian government 
Eventually issued a statement saying that the UFO had been a 
South African weather hallnnn, Trane Granchi, a leading UFO 
investigator in "Brazil, had asked me to lank into the matter- 

I was friendly with a South African □pposition Member of 
Parliament who was sympathetic to the UFQ phenomenon and had, in 
fact, asked questions in the South African Parliament about the 
matter* I contacted him to find out if indeed this could be 
true* He came back shortly afterwards to tell me that the CSIR 
were involved with a French space agency - Centre National 
d^Etudes Spatiales - who were based just outside Pretoria in 
South Africa- I managed to obtain a comprehensive description 
□f this halloon* 

The balloons are of the infra-red, hot-air type- They can 
reach 3Qkni altitude during the daytimeaand can drop as low as 
ISkm at night. They drift in whatever currents are in the upoer 
atmosohere and stratosohere- Flight duration is up to 50 days 
and a complete circumference of the southern hemisphere has been 
achieved* The size of these balloons is 36,000 cu* metres, about 
to metres in diameter and the hull consists to a large extent of 
aluminised clastic material* There are generally two gondolas 
with scientific equipment attached to them* Radio signals are 
emitted both to ground stations and to the i^OAfl satellite- 

T HE REPORTS 

At this time I received several cuttings on UFO sightings* On 
Tuesday, July 9th, Mr and Mrs E-A- Lubbe cf Steyn Street, Middel' 
burg (Transvaal) saw a light in the sky at approximately 21*45* 

The light was very bright, stationary and silent. The area was 
illuminated fur a few seconds and then the light began to fade, 
ail in less than a minute. Co the same night, Andre Allen of 
Hamoton Park, near Johannesburg, also saw a strange light in 
the sky, between It'.30 and 19.DO hours* The Johannesburg 
Planetarium, while reluctant to commit themselves without more 
detailed reoorts, felt the object was a meteorite! by this 
time, the object had been seen in Redd:rshurq, dethuiie and the 
Hendrik Uerwoerd Dam area (FIGURE 1)* 

On July 15th, farmers in the Underberg district CJ\iatal) saw 
a 'mysterious shining object' moving towards Lesotho, Mr Peter 
Ferraz, Former editor of THE FRlECyO newsoaoer in dioemfantEin, 
said: 'It was extremely bright and movino slowly in a westerly 
direction. It shone like metal in the sun.' There were other 
witnesses: Ken and Marril HacLeod, whn run the Underbern"; Metecro- 
Offioe; Jnae Uamrros, who is head of the viewinq sectinn of the 
bQuth African Astronomical Bociety in FJatai, said that the opjc-ct 
was not a conveotiunal astronomical object. Lin July 2-''th THE UATAL 
HJRCURV (iMatal) statec that a bright 'star' houerlno above Uatal, 
had mystified many oennle* Jut a weather office spokesman at 
Louis Hotha Airoort (Durban) had said it was a French 'weather' 
balloon secilnq signals to a satellite- It was also seen nn 
this date from Durban tiorto, Hammarsdals and Margate * ulv 

irth, the object was identified as a test balloon launchec oy 
tne French from a site near Pretoria* Hr I'etrus Lrasmus of 
liloehnf made a sketch of ths object which njv:.-red over 
Fsnteln. He Observed the object through a oowerFul teleaoc.is 
at his home. (FlIjURii 2). 
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FiLiur^L 2. Copy of a drawing 
made by Petrus Erasmus of the 
object 'hovering' above Bloem^ 
fontein on I3tb July,l9B5. 
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Although I was noii] prettv sure that this Is what the zim- 
babyean pilots had oursued, I was still not 100 per cent certain- 
But the matter was further resolved when I received a letter 
from my contact in Johannesburg* Oiep Barnard, uhom I had asked 
to check the matter nutuith the CSIR- He said: have not been 

able to speak to the person in charge as he is presently on 
leave* Kotueuer, I uas fortunate to contact his Deputy, Mr van 
der Riet-" And yes, they had been releasing these high altitude 
balloons from early in July (probahlv the 3th-9th), the 18th 
July and on the E2nd July- 

CQNCLUSIQ^tS 

There is no doubt in my mind that the majority of the spate of 
sightings referred to the space balloon, including those chased 
by the tyo Zimbabwean pilots* 

Nevertheless, there are several imponderables which must be 
taken into account- Mr -1 - Bull, the Meteorological Bfficer from 
Bulayayo, did mention that although he acpepts that it was the 
balloon from Pretoria, he could not understand the drift to the 
north east from Salayayo (it was seen over Thornhill AFB) later 
in the evening, as the winds were in a south-easterly direction* 
Also, there seems no logical explanation for the “hovering* in 
one position for such a long time* I had ether individual 
reports (not mentioned here) which also reported this long, 
havering stage* 

There was also very rapid movement from the Northern part of 
South Africa (FIGURE 1) to its movement to Bulawayo in Zlmbabwe- 
And yhat happened to it after the last sighting at Thornhill? 

Uhy was it not seen or reported again? 

And the reporting on ^Bth July: what could that have been? 
There were no more balloons released after July 22nd - certainly 
not in that rnarit:-i, so what did the witnesses in Durban Worth, 
Hammarsdaie and Margate see? 

r am still trying to trace or waiting replies from some of 
the witnesses, hut I cannot see that there is much else I can do* 
bJalt Andrus gently reprimanded me for not reporting back to MLIFQN 
about this incident more rapidly that I did, but one has to be a 
little more patient in dealing with Third uJorld countries than 
with soeedy Americans- It all takes time, and in Africa, a 
little more so * 


CDUWCIL RESIGIVATiUk 


NORMAN OLIUER who was due to take over the post of BUFDF^A's 
Membership Secretary in mid-April has had to withdraw from 
the post owing to unforeseen domestic and joh commitments- 

Mr'Gliver has also resigned his seat on Council to which 
he was elected last December* 

Miss Pam Kennedy iiiil retain the past af Memhershlp Secre¬ 
tary orc-teni until a neii appointment can be made. that 

has-been done Kiss Kennedy uiill heceme the " n 

matlpn Officer, dealing yith enquiries and media publicity. 
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vmjRj^U SECRETARY 


Leslie Sallis ujas appointed aUFORA's netij Secretary at the 
Council meeting on April 5th, igSS- He succeeds Miss Diane 
Rcllison bjho has had to retire due to domestic problems, 

Leslie is very much a committed ufologist as this article 
from the HULL DAILY MAIL of January 21st, S6 demonstrates* 



Les is the 
man to bust 
the ghosts 


LES SALLIS plans to usa his 
retirement to bacome Hum- 
barside's first ghostbuster. 


THa former Ministry of 
Defence worker has been 
intarested in things that go 
bump sines his childhood. 


Now^ after retlremant, 
ha's turning his Bransholma 
residence into the coLrntrv^s 
first research cant re for 
ghosts and UFOs. 


And he wants onyona 
with stories^of the supen 
natural to contact him day 
or night on S26080. 


Les is a memhar of tho 
Brhrsh UFQ Investigation 
Sociaty ond tha Association 
for the Scientific St tidy of 
Anomalous Phenomena. 


They won't officially 
recognise him as an investi'- 
gator until ha's prepared a 
report for them, so he's 
ansious to hear about local 
sightings. 


He's sceptical ebout 
extra'terrestrial beings and 
ghosts of Elizabethan 
ladies. Once he spent two 
nights in tha '"haunted hall" 
at Burton Agnes, but left 
without seeing anything. 
But ha promisas he'li assess 
any report given to him 


strictly on its merits. 

His wife doesn't share his 
interest. Las thinks she's 
"too practical." That won't 
stop him turning his hobby 
into a fulltime occupation 


though — if he can find 
enough cases to study. 

Sightings needn't be 
current. He's interested In 
any eKamplas as long as the 
memories are first'hand. 


JUFDRA has registerEd as a data u5Er/bureau under the 
l9hE data PF?DTECTlDr\! ACT, 

A .11 membership records uiill be transferred to computer 
Luithin the next f euj months and, hopefully, the Jab uiill 
b 2 completed by the early autumn- 


1C 













THE LBC DEBATE - UFDs, Ves or I^a? 


BEE^IiW RAiMDLES 


In July, 1935 I Ljas off an one of my uhistle-stop tours, care of a 
publisher during uihlch the object seemed tc be to 'dn' as many 
television, radio and newspaper interviews as far apart as possible and 
in as shnrt a t ime slo t as cnuld be arranged] But the most e?<citing of 
all these things, dona superficially to premcte my book (ijith Peter 
Uarrington) SCIErJCE AND THE EJFOs (Basil Blackwell Publications) was the 
□ffer by LBC (Lantion) to join in debate that master nf scepticism 
Ian Ridpath- 

Ian and I are old adversaries- ijJe have battled in other arenas 
befcre; including teiEvision and Birmingham University (for what I still 
regard asoie of the most wnrtbujhile things I have ever taken part in). 
Recent events aver the Rendlesham Forest saga have made my blncd hoil- 
Frankly 1 think Ian is making a real ass of himself over the case; and 
he is the man responsible Calmest single-handed) for so many people 
getting the eilly notion that ..radioactive rabbits and the Drford Ness 
lighthouse can explain the mystery- It cannot. Although, for my own 
part, I am still not very sore that I know what canJ 

Much as E would have .relished confronting Ian over Rendlesham I 
ourposely chose not to do so across the airwaves. It would have been a 
sidetrack because I remain far from sure the case ^ a UFO case. Our 
only comment about it (off air) was when I suggested to Ian that he 
would one day realise he had made a big mistake about it, 

"You are the one with more to lose^* he told me- 

"liJhy 50?^’ I enquired. It seems to me that I am keeoing my Dpticn.s 
□pen, I freely admit that I don't know what haopened- But you are con¬ 
vinced it was the lighthouse* You've stuck your neck out on a single 
explanation," 

Ian shook his head, obviously still sure that he knows what he is 
doing. Dr, at least, he thinks he dees, 

LBC lo a third farce in London radio broadcasting, Tt is not the 
IBA channel or the BBC system, Unigue anywhere in Britain it is news, 
business and financially Drientoted, Hy Cperhaos erroneous) impression 
beforehand was that it would have a higher class of listener. That the 
aromisEd calls made to the orograiTime would he a cut above the usual 
saw a light in Maida Uole," Ue actually might pet some worthy 
witnesses, 

The alloted spot was one hour (nr rcre like 5D minutes as it 
turned out) between 3 and Aom with Dili Pyrah, J had learnt about the 
idea about 20 hours aefore and was told; "It's a debate. You nave to 
preoar^ a three minute niece suooortinq the premise and than Ion 
Ridooth does the same, denouncing it. Then listanors call in and 
comment," That was all that I knew on Tuesday night, as I hastily 
prEoared for the confroi .-^tion on 'Jednesday, July I7th- 

Ian Ridoath, who would ooco-ja the motion, is a so ace writer and 
media oresenter who (with his CGTLGP collEaguos in the u5A) has taken 
a vinilante oporooch to the UFB ohenomenon, '.jjhil.st ^ore-Trendies hem) he 
has always struck ms as reasonably fair, he has even odmittod in the 
pastthat there are things rwhich he cannot explain, Jo I was quite 
haony to deal with him on rea5onal:i''B grounds, T told LBL this and 
they asked me (Tuesday eveninql) to come uo with, first, the debate 
motion and then oronuce my onenSng statement. They thEn sungested tn 
rne ""lien spaceshipB have landed on Earth," T quickly told them what 
to iln with that mot^cni 

uventualiy my arc nosed amendment ("ITonventionai Science cannot 
explain the UFU phonompnan") was acccoted (a little reluctantly '' was 
tclp) ond T set tn work- " .ie at the sturiip at 2,U5, so we can jre^ 
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pare" I was told- In order to achiei/e this I noted that my tiijin train 
leeiiiay fjr the 2GD mile jnurnEy uas too narrauj. So I took special paine 
tc go yery early and arrive at the LSC studios behind Fleet Street at 
2,15 - where I waited, and waited and waited^ 

[\]d Ian f?idpath had shoun up- Twice I passed my oresence through, 
signed visitor hooks, took s talEohcne call from the DAILY EXPRESS (who 
were interested in those wretched circles which are back yet againi) 
and listened in to a conversaticn between the rEceotionist and an 
American psychiatrist Cover to promote his hook)- This seemed to 
follou) the line that the best way to happiness was to qet divorced! 

At 2-5S Gill Pyrah finally arrived and led me to’the studio with 
the wards, "It’s a bit of a rush, I'm afraid-" I was then advised that 
Ian had been there for some time, because he had a oass to allow him 
right through into the bowels of LBC (he, apparently, being some sort 
of space correspondent for them). Shirking off such favouritism Ian 
and 1 said polite ’Hello's" before being whisked into the studio. Lie 
had time for a brief word, where Ian muttered something about hew he 
preferred a different tooio (the alien spaceships one) with a certain 
ufologist (whom I shall not name) because (so 1 gathered) Ian felt 
confident he could whip him- "He’s the only sunporter of alien UFOs 
I would aopear in the same studio with" he added- 

Inside the studio the news was just ending (with the ominous 
note that Lancashire was being clobbered at cricket) and suddenly 
Gill Pyrah uas staring at me and I was staring at her, dumbstruck, until 
I figured out this was when I was supoosed to give my three minute 
talk, POopody had said anything, I had no clue what would happen next- 
Nor was I sure if I would be cut off after IBO seconds, Bd I just 
olouched on as quickly as I could- Here is what I said,, verbatim^*- 

"UFCs are not to be confused with alien craft or vehicles for 
little green men- LfFDs are unidentified flying objects - They 
Exist- The question is: ars any of them unidentifiable to con¬ 
ventional science- 1 am certain that they are- 

"Ninety per cent cf all incoming reports are IFDs, not UFDs- 
kle can identify the unidentified- Sometimes easily (e-g- as 
stars or aircraft lights under strange conditions), Sametimos 
less easily, with help from sceptics like lan- 

"Hoaxes and hallucinations happen. But they are very 
rare. All studies (even by sceotics) have agreed with that, 

’^Dkay - so only IQ per cent of the cases are left- But 
in the Uh alone in any one year that's still a few dozen 
reported cases (and a lot of them are not reported), LJorldwide, 
ever four decades, that is tens (or hundreds) of thousands of 
real UFO sightings, 

"LJhy can't those remaining 10 per cent become IFOs, if 
enough work is done on them? Some, no oouht, will be- A few 
will be- A few ca^ss where there are freak answers. But not tens 
of thousands- 

"Some “ those we might call the Exotic UFDs (or the alien 
contacts) - seem to involve a trigger factor which makes psychc- 
logically stable OEOole turn a mundane stimulus into a bizarre 
event, 5ucb cases have clearly defined parameters, are being 
studied by psychologists and sociol^ists, and ^ involve a 
a distinct state of consciousnoss (typified by a set of symotoms 
I call the Oz Factor)- 

'^The solution to such things is not known to conventional 
science, according tc many working scientists in the anorcC’- 
riate fields- American osychiatrist, Ur. Aohrodite LIamar, tested 
witnesses and gave the test rasults to othar nsycho1ogists who 
did net know the tist results came from UFU witnesses- The osycho^ 
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In gists pianauncad the subjects normal* LUhen they learnt tuhat 
they claimed tn hai/e hanpened the psychalngists mere astonished- 
’’ALJstrian psychiatrist Dr* Alex Keul, from Galzhurg 
University, has carried nut a battery of tests mith BUFURA, 
trying tc prove that uitnessas have psychopathic disorders- He 
failed* 

'^Dther less exotic UFO sightings uje call UAPs (Unidentified 
Atm aspheric Phenomena), There is no prime f a_c i e reason to p r b- 
sume they are craft, or even otijects- They are energetic anoma¬ 
lies, probably in, or just beyond, the orovince af atmasoheric 
physics or electricity, or geology, BomE may involve novel 
energy sourcES- 

“Certainly they have parameters net knoyn to conventional 
science* They disturb animals Cuho don't m^ke up things after 
matching STAR WARS on television)- They cause physical illness 
and damage to litnesses* They cause electrical ImpedEnce on cars 
and motor vehicles- All this they do consistently nnd regularly 
throughout the uorld- A real force of some kind is involved, 
team of soace scientists and ohysical scientists 
employed by the French government from 1976 to date, have 
studied full time - They have probed hundreds of the best cases in 
that country. They found that the better the calibre and expertise 
□f the mitness the more likely the case mas to remain unexplained- 
"This, olus thousands of hours of gevemment funded research, 
has persuaded them to say, and I quote: 'The study of the cause 
of these pphenomena is potentially capable of bringing forth nem 
knouledge - ' 

"I agree I" 


THREE HAIN FQIIMTB 

I purposely built my argument very carefully ijjithin limits; knowing that 
the best way to convince an initially sceptical audience is to be 
sceptical to a point yourself- My motto in public tends to he, go for it 
uhen you knoiij you can prove it, but uhen you aren't sure yourself, then 
forgetit- 

In his response 1 uaited eagerly for the devasting disproof of 
UFOs {on my fairly tepid definition of them) from Ian- He had three 
main points: Cl) In AO years UFQ researchErs have not produced cne osliJ 
fact .or proven one neiij theory; C2) Most scientists are decidedly un¬ 
impressed mith the evidence; and (3) Alien Hendry, a once pro-UFO 
investigator, investigated over iODD cases for his book THE UFD 
HANDBOnK and conciuden thaL UFDs mere just the same as iFUs uithout the 
uork carried out to aat isf actcrily explain thErn- 

I did not get the appertunity to answer these points there and 
then as Gill Pyrah launched straight into 'phone calls and the rest of 
the time was spent in us ansujering them- I stored uo bits to say in uhat 
I presumed uouid be a summing-up statement we would each be asked to 
makE at "the end, Badly, at five to four, for some unexplained reason, 
Gill said ^'that’s it - thanks very much" and bundled us cut of the 
studio* I had only the chance to make one cr two rejoinders- Others I 
made pu^^side in the corridor, 

I did oaint but (on air) that Ian's orpument that scientists are 
not Imoreased is nonsense. There are a crowing number of scientists in 
a wide range pf fields lj ho are deenly intriquEd- It wcuid he Quite 
easy to reel off ^30 names, □ goad sign of impravement, ^-^nd the American 
Astociatlon far the Apvancement of Science has twice d e bated since the 
was suanuserily dismissed by the scandal pf the GondP-^ .le'icrt in IB&R, 

In any case, most scientists never even 1 look at the UFl data, op hou 
can they he imaressed or unimoressad? what they mav Ccuite rlnhtlv) he 
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unimpressed uith is the pathetic media presentation of the subject. 

The biggest single factor in lack of progress- 

As for UFD researchers making no discoveries- That is not true- 
There have been significant neu research programmes Ce-g- the earth- 
lights ujcrk). But the real probleni is that UFB researchers are not 
scientists, tJe donH have the money- UJe cannot hops to make bresk- 
thrcugha (except when we have particularly vivid imaginations or 
delusions of self importance). Us are data collectors^ no more. UJe are 
preserving the evidence for posterity when somebody with more money and 
higher IQs will do what Ian Ridpath seems to demand of we ooor amateur 
sleuths - 

As for Allan Hendry^a book - anyone who has read it^ or spoken to 
Hendry, will know that Ian's comments grossly misrepresent his true 
opinions* I put that to Ian and he admitted he had never spoken to the 
astronomer, Put added: '^If you don't write what you believe clearly 
enough in your hooks then it's your fault, net mine-" 

At the start of the shew a computer viewscreen on the wall 
Crecording incoming calls and the percentage vote share for and against) 
read B3 per cent in favour cf my motion; However, that was based on 
my motionJ However, that was based on six calls! Ian slipoed me a 
note through which read: "I Pet they were all from the Aertherius 
Society ! ’' 

T£LEPHO['J£; CALLS 


The first teleohcne caller was a man named George, He rambled on 
end on about his telepathic contacts with an alien called "Sterling 
Silver(shades of Sapphire and Steel!) Ian was rolling abnut on his 
chair. I was desperately trying to maintain my comoosure, as I watched 
the 'for' vote plummet with each new word he spoke. The radio producer 
was qlvinn hand siqnals to Gill to "get him off" but Gill was loving 
his oroDheciBS of a biblical invasion in the new future, care of the 
UFGs- I was trying to suggest she get him off, but to no avail- So I 
asked him quickly: "Look - what makes you so sure these messages are 
from an alien?’^ To which I got some waffle about "liJell they must be," 
and he babbled on. So I deoidad to try and put a stop to this and said 
tongue in cheek, "Tell me - has this alien got a brother colled twenty- 
four carat gold, by any chance?" Gecrgq. chuckled something about 
''crobahly thesE aliens do have a sense of humour" and he was 
shunted □ off the air (at last!) As we olunoed into a much needed cemm- 
ercial breake, Ian, still smiling broadly, beamed over at Gill Pyrah, 
saying: "Thanks - how did you set that one up fnr me?" 

He knew twhat he was talkino about. The 'for' vote was now down 
to 37 per cent, Ian was well on the way to victory- 

Doubtiess there will be those inclined to think that George was a 
man from the MoD whq decided to sabotage this orogramms. Maybe. I 
would be inclined to go along with that all the way, under the circum¬ 
stances, if I did not know how many loonies the UFD phenomenon throws 
up anyway- IMot that I am suggesting our friend George (should he be 
reeding this) is a looney, i just wish he had called Terry klogan's show 
instead! 

The remainder of the calls were’ lees exciting- John in Ldgware 
hac seen a silvery hall in June, 1984. An American pilot CJ?ichard) 
wanted tn know why there had been a cover-uo over a 1970 encounter 
he had had in Honolulu, when nine bright objects were trackodi on radar 
and he saw them visually. '^Then there was not another word about them" 
he added. Ian admitted he could not think of a solution, hut suggested 
"There may not have been another word becausE there was nothing to it." 
The man replied that there was because he bow them! And I got Ian to 






admit he had na .Eixp lanat ian - The scares began to rise again. 

The fifth and fi.nal caller uas London RIC Mika (iJoatten^ who 
hroLight a breath salvation to the shoy by asking Ian many 

UFO cases have you investigated yourself to the calibre of BUFORA 
reports?" Ian, a bit rattled, yas looking at me mouthing "Mike - 
Liiho?" But he ues pressured into ansyering, just a handful. Because, 
he explained, he yas not really that interested in them. 

In which case, one might ask, yhat was he doing on the programm 
arguing that UFQs are not nf importancs to science? 

Off air, Bill Pyrah made some comment to us both about hoy ye 
were confusing the callers* Desnite my continual repetition (as I 
had decided to) af the theme that UFUs are, literally* unidentified 
and phenomena ^ not alien spaceships, caller after caller kent 
harping on the idea "Well, if ye can get into space - yhy can^t they 
come here?" Ian rejoindered by saying, "I believe there is life in 
spacE, I*ye written several hooks about it,'" I kept answering, that 
it did not matter one way or the other because I was not pretending 
UFDs were alien - just unexplained by oonventional science,"And" 

I reminded people, "if you agree with that , then the motion must be 
yon," 

□f course, this reversal cf roles, must have bean hard for the 
listener to comcrehendl 

At 3-56 the scares read orecisely 5D per cent for, and 5D per 
cent against, the motion (yhich, in view of the start, I percEive 
as a moral victory), Seventy-two callers had voted. 

Ian left the soene fairly quiokly as I continued the debate with 
him about the dattslle Memorial Institute study of UFDs (which is 
discussed in detail in SCIE1\ICE AND THE UFQs - a book Ian held in 
front of him during the show, flipping through searching for things 
to quote against mei) This parameter for parameter UFD versus IFU 
study of over 2DQQ of the best cases was a full-time, several 
mnnths project by paid sclentists; easily the most comprehensive 
scientific evaluation yet. Iilhst liid thpy Finn? Opirip from almost 

a quarter of the cases to be ^unknown^ they produced staggering 
statistics of one billion to one against the UFOs being simply 
IFQs not yet explained. The UFGs were a unique phenomenon- 

LiJhen challenged on this Ian admitted he had never studied it, 

"LiJhy not?" I enquired. 

"It's discredited- Nobody takes it seriously, be they?" 

"iithy not?" I pressed again- 

"UgII ....." and there was no well* As with many of our critics 
they are part time sceotics □ long way from being familiar with the 
facts. Gut in a subject like UFDs that is the one absolute essential. 
It is far too comolicated otherwise. 

T left LdU and strolled over to the offiCEs of the DATLV 
EXPRESS to argue about the Sussex circles 'hoax' (again) and UFDs in 
□enerai, right from ths start. Ihe journalist, naturally, assumed 
UFD = soacEShio- Tne torms wore synonymous. An hour later I had a 
distinct ’fseiino of deja vu , 

As bob Dylan might Bayw,..."liJhEn will Lhey ever lEarn? Uhen will 
they Ever learn?" 
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AST^^DNDMICAL UFDs 


STEUAHT CAMPBELL 


It has lately bEComE apparent tp ms that wsry manv UPQ reports are 
caused by oeoplE failing to recognise that the ptiject they are 
loDking at is a star* This is esDEcially so urhen the star is 
seen Inui on the horizon* Observation af stars is subject to several 
distortionsj either subjective or □bjective- 

5UriJECTIl/£ DI5TGRTlDf\l OF LIGHT PRGM STARS 

Astronomers ware the first to bescribe a □henomenon which psycho¬ 
logists now call the autokinetic illusion . A star or any bright 
light source in complEte ar near darkness will appear to wander 
about in a curious erratic manner over a range of several degrees 
of arC) sometimes oscillating backwards and forwards* The cause 
□f this illusion has besn in dispute but it is now thought to be 
due tc conflictinp messages from the eye muscles to the brain. This 
illusion will be seen for all the stars hut esoecially for a bright 
star in isolation* 

Another illusion comes into play when the star is seen on or 
near the horizon* The phenomenon pf size-constancy is a means by 
which the brain attempts to perceive all known objects at a constant 
size independent pf their distance* It shrinks close objects and 
enlarges distant ones. A low star is perceived as a distant luminous 
obiectf hut np more distant than the horizon* Making a guess about 
the object's size, the brain enlarges the image as if the object 
were closer* The same star seen higher in the sky will not aopear 
magnified because of the lack pf any clues about distance. 

Low altitude stars may also appear to approach or recede, due 
to changes in brightness* Stars will exhibit translational move- 
ment when seen through thin fast-moving clouds* There may be other 
aubjectiue distortions, 

OBJECTIVE DIBTGRTlGPja QF LIGHT FRDM STARS 

The light from all stars exhibits scintillation (^twinkling'); this 
is a raolo fluctuation in the level of light intensity due to tur- 
dulenoe in the Earth's atmosphere* The degree of scintillation is 
inversely proportional to altitude, thys it is mpre marked for stars 
low cn the horizon (and more noticeable for red stars than white 
□nes)* Such stars can appear to flash on and off as if sipnalling* 
Uega was once reported to me as a passible distress beaconi 

The light from a lou altitude star is also subject to 
refraction , Because the star's light traverses the atmosphere at a 
shallow angle, and because the density of the atmosphere decreases 
with height, the light is sent downwards (sn that the □□aitlon in 
which we see the star la slightly higher than its true position), 

But the light of the^star consists of many different frequencies and 
diffErerit frequencies are refracted to different extents Css in a 
□rism), hied light is refracted less easily than blue light* Lonse- 
guently a low sltitudE star will display various colours, notably 
red and blue, the soectral Extremes. Gn average the blue image 
shuuld be on too, with the red image underneath- 

wtaro also appear to emit rays, spmeti.ies o^ams in one 
oirection, due to distortion within the eyo, atsrs ooserved thrpugn 
a hand-held notical instrument will appear ta Jumo about Due to the 
imoDosihility of holding the hands pErfectly still* 


















STARS A[\ID THEIR IDEi^T IFI CAT IQM 


Unay^the brightest stars are likely to cause UFD reports under the 
cpnditions 1 have described* The 22 brightest stars are listed in 
Table If but^nct all are \/isible from aritain (Canopus, Alpha and 
Beta Centauri, AchErnar, Alpha and Beta Crucis are only visible from 
more snuthern latitudes. Table 1 also shows the papparent rnagni- 
tude of each star; the iDuer the magnitude the brighter the star. 


Ttible 1 

LIST GF FIRST MAGNITUDE STARS 


name apparent position in i93LJ*U 



magnitude 

R.A* 

h 111 

Dec, 

0 1 

Sirius 

-1.A7 

U6 42.9 

-16 39 

Canopus 

-U.71 

U6 22.B 

-32 40 

Alpha Centauri 

-U.l 

14 36.2 

-60 38 

Arcturus 

-U.U6 

14 13*2 

+19 26 

Vega 


lb 33,2 

+38 44 

K i ge 1 

u.oa 

□3 12.2 

-08 13 

Capelia (binary) 

[).09 

03 13.G 

+43 37 

Pracyon 

U,M 

07 36.7 

+03 21 

Acbernar 

□ ,49 

01 33,9 

-37 Z9 

beta Centauri 

U,6i 

14 00,3 

-60 08 

A1tair 

U.73 

19 4B,3 

+08 44 

Aidebaran 

U*7b 

04 33.0 

+16 23 

Alpha Crucis 

b.tiO 

12 23*B 

-62 49 

UetelgeuBe 

[J.ti3 (mean) 

03 32.3 

+07 24 

Antares 

0.92 

16 26*4 

-26 19 

Lipica 

u.yti 

IJ 22,6 

-10 34 

Pullux 

1*13 

07 42.3 

+28 09 

F ormaihaut 

1,16 

22 34.9 

^29 33 

Deneb 

1.26 

20 39.7 

+43 06 

beta Crucis 

1.2ti 

12 44.b 

-39 25 

Kecjulus 

i.33 

iU 03,7 

+12 14 

Adhara 

1.42 

06 36,7 

-28 34 


These are 'first magnitude^ stars because their mean magnitude is 
I-CC. Since the magnitudE system is lansrithmic there is a much 
greater difference in brightness detuieen the stars than the mannitude 
mnuid indicate. The difference in magnitude betMSEn dirius and 
Adhara represents a difference in brightness of lA*32i 

The simplest may to determine uhsther nr nnt a UFfJ rarrert ; s 
due to sucn a star is by the use of an adjustable star chart such 
as Philin's 'P1aniSQhere' (Ficure 1). Rotation nf the chart oc that 
Lhe relevant date and time of day coincide shows the sky and the 
ccsitions of the main stars at that instant (check that the chart 
is calibrated for a latitude doss to that where the witness was 
located), No UFC investigator shauld be without this simnlE and use¬ 
ful device. 

Unce □ 0 articular star is a suspect, an accurate 'fix' an its 
oositian at a known date anti time can be abtained from tables ar 
(lately) from nrnnrams fnr hnme cnmputors- Aosrt from niuinn ether 
useful astronomical data, such as the positions of the Mann anti 
nlanetSj these nrogramc^ will give altitude end azimuth far any a 1- 
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t-lon in the sky glA/Gn thE celestial co"nrdin2tE5 of the position 
in a knoun year* The celestial co-ornmatas of the brightest stars 
gi^en in Table 1 are for 195D; the programs yill have a sub-rputins 
that can update these co-ordinates* 3y feeding in the celestial 
co-ordinates for the star in question, and updating the ca-ordinates 
if necessary, an accurate determination of its azimuth and altitude 
at any date and time can de obtained- This ujill certainly shou 
ushether or net the star was the UFD (prouidad one has already made 
an accurate assessment cf the expactsd azimuth and altitude)- If it 
is shouin that □ bright star was almost exactly where the witness 
saw the UFO (and assuming a reasbnahiy clear sky) it should be 
assumed that the UFO was the star even though the witness is 
certain that it could not be- 

Lcoking back through OUFORA Journai/Bulletin one can see re¬ 
ports that a□ pear to have been due to rriispErceDtion of stars- An 
example is one I relayed (see Report QO-113, April, 19S3, page ?)- 
The object lay cn an azimuth of about 150*^ and at an altitude of 
about 5-0'^ (determined from the mountains over which it was viewed), 
almost exactly where the witnesses should have seen Antares, a star 
with a reddish colour- The object was described as round, orange 
at the bottom and flashing white on too (there would have been a 
shortage of blue light due to the colour of the star)- Although the 
witnesses had the idea that the object moved ever them, had inset 
crenqe oanels, e revolving strip of white light, and finally that 
it shot away in a flash, I am certain that all they saw was Antares- 
More recently a light which a witness reported moving on the Pentlano 
Hills (near EdinPuroh) was identified as l/ega- As another ex am ole 
i suggest that Ken Phillies should re-examine case bS-CDl (dULLETIi'J 
U'd5 no 7“El); ths cross-shaped array he illustrates ^is similar to 
the Northern Llross of stars in tiie constellation ^ygnus, uhich 
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lay in the narth-mEst at the tirrie- 

In an astranomical light oriE can ccnsid&r samj rECant case 
reports. In Case Report 79-275 CBULLETIN 1C, pp 2-3) we are told 
of an object 'hovEring a fEw feet ahoue roof' (EBtimatEs of 

size are probably exaggerated). It had a red light 'at the bottom-' 
Ldithout the exact date or the exact bearing I cannot say that this 
was a star, hut it seems \/ery likely hthat it was. However, it is 
surprising that this cossihility was not eliminated. In thE same 
isBUE of thE BULLETIAJ the Biggin Hill case described by Eric 
Morris might have an astronomical explanation, but without altitude 
and azimuth one cannot be sure. It is amazing to find these vital 
data missing from so many rEports, I predict that competent 
analysis will show that very many of SUFCi^A's collected reports were 
due to stars- 

Several stars contributed to the Rendlesham incident (on which 
I have commented elsewhere) and stars appear to be the cause of 
several ether incidents related In ShV CRASH, The Hwe strange 
lights' seen 'hovering over the coast to the cEst' at 0115 UT on 
September Itth, 1980 by a family at Hopton appear to have been the 
bright stars Betelgeuse and Rigel in the constellation of Drion, 
then just rising. The 'glowing green light heading straight for' 
Gordon Levett of Sudbourne, low down out of the east about 2iDD UT 
one night in the week after Christmas 19S0, was surely Sirius 
(then at only 11° altitude on an azimuth of X33°), Even the incident 
near Huffman in Texas was caused by a star; Canoous, the second 
brightest star in the sky was seen just on the horizon along a road 
that runs for four miles in a straight iineJ (Hendry has briefly 
discussed these IFOs in his THE UFD HANDBODH pp 2t-31), 


The 'PlanisohEre' is oroduced by George Philip and 
Son Ltd,, i2-lii Long Acre, London liJC2E SLP, 


THE UNINVITED STAR 


Hy attention has been drown to a oaperback book which aurports 
to describe what aooear to he CE2-3 events (with Mlb overtones) in 
Derbyshire in 1981, As far as I know this case has not been investi¬ 
gated by BUFCF^A, According to the author, thE frightenEri family 
invclvEd in the incidents want to rema'.n anonymous Cnlthough they 
dasperatelv wanted end oxolanation), Nevertheless sufficient infor¬ 
mation is given to identify the cause of the reports of an UFD, 

It ail began with sight of a brilliant object on a car journey 
from Chesterfield to Matlock, initially on A832 and later on a 
minor read (see map). The date was July 22nd, 1961, about 2136UT, 
when the sky was absolutely clear of cloud and it was very warm. 
They were puzzled by an object seen low noun on the horizon to the 
south south west and which seemed to be keeping oace with the car. 

It was yellow and egg^ahened, and seemed to net lower in the sky 
before it disaopeared behind a range of hills. The husband told 
his family that it was 'orobahly a star^ but he thought that it was 
too big to be one. As they drove towards it, it seemed to be 
getting closer £ 
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flrter its dlsapQearance, uhat they thought uas the same 
abject aopearGd behind them, but nou mare ujhite than yellDijj, Nnu 
they Ljere sure It ujas chasing thein and the husband drove as fast 
as he could to get aujay from it. After calling at a farm, the hus* 
band and the farmer tijalked to the top of a hill^ uhere they sauj the 
object again-^ It ljss hovering ^slightly above' some trees, rising 
gradually until it suddanly disanoeared- 

uubsequent events centra arouno further alleged sightings of 
this same adject from their home and a number of apoarently related 
mystarious events- It is anoarent that the family ujere aLuare of the 
UFOinyth and beiiEveri that they had been singled out for ottentian- 
It is difficult to tell hoijjmuchof the story is true out it is 
alleged that the local oolice ujore called several times, and that 
one noliceman sauj the/a UFD- 

It is easy to identify the object as the first-'-magfiitude star 
Antares (actually red in colour, althcunh refraction could, have 
ororiuceG a yellouE) bjhich uas only 9° abeve the unocctructsd hisri^on 
□n an azimuth of 19^° (see map]- As they dreve southuards hetueen 
Haroar Hill and Amber hill, Antares uas in front of them (aocarsntly 
statioiiary uhile they uiere on the Zkm straight}- Then, after they 
had turned rigiit ot Amner Hill, it seemed to oe behind them, folioiijinq. 











AntarES frightened thEm again es they continued their journey 
late in the evening of 22nd and it appears tn have been the 

abject chased by a pclicemen lata the fnllcuing night- Antaras did 
not set until QIGIJ, elthnugh □bstructions could have caused it to 
set (iQcelly) earlier- According to the book, the police were 
called four times to investigate UFD reports- To confirm this I 
wrote to Matlock Police Station, but I racElved no reoly* 

The book tells us that this deluded family became sn terri¬ 
fied that they had to move to another pert of the country- If this 
is true it is sad that icnoranoe of astronomical phenomena and^ 
uncritical acceptance of the UFD myth has caused so much turmoil- 
Although they did turn to a local UFO buff ('Foy Campbell' sic )he 
was no help to them- Cne would like to think that BUFORA could 
have explained the events and saved a great deal cf trouble- But 
then Frank Taylor (who he?) would net have got auch a good story# 

" The Uninvited II: The Wisi tationFrank Taylor (Star, ISBU) 


STAR aonhS - IS there a case to ansuer jenitv ranoles 


This case, and in particular Frank Taylor's book 
has been looked at very closely by BUFQRA's Director 
of Investigations, Jenny Randles* The following 
article is taken from the IMouemher/DecembBr, 1965 
issue of Hiss Randles magazine rJDRTHER!\l UFO WEtilS* 


In 1977 Steven Spielberg's movie CLOSE EfyCDUrjTERS OF THE THIRD 
KIND made a major impact on society# It was fiction based on fact, 
but has this opened the door to all kinds of fiction, whether 
based cn fact or not? 

•The questions springs to mind thanks to a letter I recently 
received from IMLUFOIG member Geoff Grundill* He asked me if I had 
read the book THE LJ[M1NI/ITE0 3 - THE ABDUCTION by, Frank Taylor? 

This concerns a policeman abducted in Buckinghamshire and the 
markings he saw on the UFD- The markings, shown in Figure A will 
he remarkably familiar to knowledgeable UFD reeearchers because 
of its similiarity (identical in nature) to the one in Figure B, 
assalleged by police officer Lonnie Zamora in New Mexico in 19GL. 
Based on this, Geoff Grundill asks: "Are we dealing with the same 
craft or UFD?" This quary makes me duty bound to discuss what I 
know about THE UNINUTTED books- It is a sorry story- 

Readers will recall that THE UNINVITED 1 was peened by journ¬ 
alist Clive Harold in 1976 and published by Star paperbacks (IJ-H, 
Allen)- It is based on the Experiances of the Coombes family in 
Bouth Uales at Ripperstone Farm* Two other books on the some 
theme also emergad from the 197? wave in South ijJales, although 
neither were anything like as successful as Harold’s - doubtless 
because they were written by UFD researchers not writersi 

THE uninvited has sold more copies than any other LiFO book 
published in the UK in the past a quarter of a century, and it 
remains in print- Harold has netted something liked £2Q,G0D in 
UK royalties alone **-- which any UFD writer will tell you is 
'big bucks' compared with the C2DDG or so most books bring in- The 
fact that the Coombes family tale is ufologically suspect (as 
Hilary Evans has shown by re-investigation) is neither here nor 
there* LJhilst Harold told his tale like a novel (hence its 
success) it was undoubtedly based on a real case involving real 
witnesses- 
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At the 1979 BUFGRA Conference 
Harold (who attended) said he id as 
penning a sequel- It has never 
appeared- For a iijhile I idondered 
Ldhy* Then, In 1964^ Star brought 
□ ut THE UPJIiyUITED -2 - THE UISIT- 
ATIDW, It ujas not by Harold, but 
unknpujn journalist Frank Taylor* 

I revieiijed it in NUN at the time 
and expressed a degree of dis¬ 
quiet- The case iijas set in Derby¬ 
shire Lilith clearly ripped off 
hits froin the Pennine UFU mystery 
( per se - if not my hock cf that 
title- PJUFUN even gets a mention 
in iti HcLiieuer, the case uas 
totally unheard cf hy any Ufologist* The uitnesses names iiiere all 
changed, so it could net be checked and it seemed rather convenient 
that this should be so- I dismissed the bock as unujorthy in NUN, 
but of course it has sold very well indeed- 

In early 1985 I decided to testojt Star hooks hy offering them 
a real blockbuster case ( vi; the Rendieaham Forest saga) written 
as a novel etc. The editor iijas very excited and seemed keen- Then 
he hacked off- I get the distinct impression that when he had 
checked me out and found I was a bona-fide UFD researcher he was 
auspicious* In the end he claimed they had a regular contract with 
the author of their UNINl/ITED series (implying that Taylor Liras 
Harold) and these were all they intended to publish- l^y feeling was 
that they could be perpretrating a hoax and did not wish this to be 
ssen through by involving a real ufclngistl 

Now - this autumn - bcomes LINTNWTTED - 3 (again hy Frank Taylor) 
and the most disturbingly suspicious of the let* The case has very 
clear hallmarks of a rewritten combination of cases like Scccurc, 

Nelj Hexicc and the Alan Godfrey abduction* Again no real names are 
used* Again i*Je are asked tc believe that Taylor just happens to 
have chanced upon this major CE4 case which no British investigator 
has ever heard cf* Again the legend that this case is true is 
plastered over the hook, Liihere as Star (unashamedly) market it cn 
the occult fiction bai:LkshElves in bookshops, alongsiiJe Lijorks by 
Stephen King et al * 

3d what « you might say? Good marketing technique- True, 
bock 5 hops are buying these 'real^ non-fiction volumes instead of 
serious UFG works* But that is tough, since the public are 
getting what they Ljant* 

Indeed, but here is the rub* Some Lijeeks ago 1 met the editor 
who bought Harold's book for Star- He now lAjorka Liiith another 
company- He told me that Star had tried to get Harold to bring out 
UNIPJUITED 2-3 etc uiritten as fact hut totally made up to look like 
real cases- Harold (to his credit) said no- But hack Taylor seems 
to have lees scruples- Hence the two sequels and the ethers 
ready tu stream out of his typewriter as fast as he can conjure them 
up - 

Is this true? Since it accords LaJoII with my oL^n feelings, 
which I did not express before these things Lvera .offered to me then 
1 suspect it might be- Gut what do we do about it? iJhat can we do? 

I challenge Star to prove their 'true' sturies are true, if 
indeed they can- And in the meantime I urge every UFD researcher 
everywhere to take nothing Star books publish seriously* Certainly 
□s evidential data they are clearly about aa valid as this year's 
Rupert Gear annual- Unless I see evidence to the contrary I rest 
my case, with some concern- 
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THE UlMlDErdTlFlEO liJlTj^JESS - UFO UJITIMESE PSVCHnLDGV RESULTS 


Dr ALEXANDER KEUL and hElM PHILLIPS 


INTRUDUCTIDN 


After a 19SD nilat^study araund Vienna, Austria, the authors studiad 
rt°^nL!^An'~' f^ustrian and British UFD uitnesses fram 1901 ud to date. 

As AhbAP decided to aueport this research idea by issuinq our nEiu 
version of the UFO UITNESS ANAKNE5IS (□ comns nd i urn sf huEnan science 
questions for UFB field investigations), ASSAP rJEUS is the right ferum 
tor a short report on first results after five gretty complicated years 
□f study- This brief article is, therefore, reproduced from ASSAP NEuJS 
AHAHIMEBI5 RESULTS 


Tuenty-one Austrian ujitnessas of unidentified phenomena (eight olase 
sncQunters, 13 distant events) uith a full physical investigation and 
26 British uitnessss ClD Close Encounters, 10 distant) oave demo¬ 
graphic and biographical details according to the first (experimental 
versions of our UFB UITfJESS ANAMNESIS, The main question ojas uihether 
there mere any significant differences of certain psychosocial 
details Ce,g, unemgI□yment) betueen encounters in Austrie/Britain and 
the general population. Results ujould ansLjer the eld gueaticn about 
UFB^sighters - average citizens or not?” Fourteen items yielded 
sufficient data for statistical comparisons hetueen the reporter 
groups. Light of the items could be checked against general 
pooulation data « sex, age, profession, marital status, siblings, ESP, 
myopia and unemployment, Statistically significant differences (Chi 
square, Fisher-Vates) mera only found in the age and ESP category, 
There^uas a arevalence of old people reporting distant events’in 
Austria compared to the average age distributicn- And, Orltiah UfU 
bj itnssses reported significantly mere ESP occurrences in their 
anamneses than people in a general population survey at Bristol by 
Blaokmore, 1981 (JSPR, February, 1964), Most ESP events had happened 
before ^the UFU sighting, Witnesses of distant events reoorted pre¬ 
cognition, apparitions and telepathy, close encounter uitnssses gave 
the double amount uf phenomena - precognition, Ph, teleoathy, UBEs, 
heeling, apparitions, automatic writing - and all taut one had had 
these phenomena repeatedly . Thus, CE uitnesses seem to have a higher 
” E5P patential” than distant event reporters- 

RURBCHACH REBULTB 

With 33 British and 26 Austrian UFB sighters as ueil as 25 Austrian 
non-UFU-sighters a projective (depth psychological) personality test 
ujas taken - ths Rorschach, Diffuse inkblot tables are presented to 
the examinee uho tells uhat he/she sees. The replies are evaluated 
as symheis of conscious and unconscious processes. We -confined our 
first analysis of I 777 Rorschach replies to UfU-related symbols - 
space vehicles, astronomy and science fiction themes, UFOs and Ufci- 
nauts, uJitnesses uere not asked to give such an suers which makes the 
aooearance of UFU material in the Rorschach an indicator for its 
emotional Cunconscicue) importance, Dur hyoqthesis was that UFU 
OiOhters would '^see” more UFU symbols in the test than non—sighters. 
This was not the easel The rate of UFD symbol replies versus total 
reolies was 1:13 for the British witness Qroup,put 1:73 for Austrian 
sighters and 1:33 for Austrian non-sinhters. Thus, the Austrian non- 
siDhters were more similar to the liritish sidh t e r s "in that resoect 
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t han the Austrian^ujitn&5B qroup l The difference betueen Austrian 
anfl aritish UFO sighters uere highly significant (Chi square 
levep* Also, the number af UFD-relatad replies in all three groups 
significentlV (Kendall's tau) carrelated loith fear symbols in the 
Rorschach, Analysts is continuing, 

PRELIMIIMARV GG(^ICLUS JQN5 , 


ESP seems tc be the most oromi sing psychic uariahle out of cijr aid 
UFO UITf'JFJj ANAMNESIS for further studies- A tendency "the mere 
intense the ESP ontential, the more intense the (later) UFD case" 
seems likely- Unconcscicus orewalence of symbolic UFO material is 
nn discriminator at all hetmeen sighters and non-sighters- 


DRAU lilHAT YOU BEE - A SIMULATED UFO SIGHTING 


INTRODUCTION 


'Seeing is believing' - one of many sayings signalling the high 
immediate credibility factor attributed to the human sense of 
sight- Although oerceotional illustions and errors are nothing new 
to the iiJG'll-educated UFO observer and investigatcri an unconscious 
feeling of safety 'I saw it - and so it mas' still remains, esp- 
Ecially in single mitness cases, where no oercedtianal variance can 
be detected- Therefore, simple multiole oerson exoerimEnts are a 
good oDportunity to illustrate distortion processes in human 
vision and its recall- LOFTUS (1) and others have published inter¬ 
esting results of Forensic witness simulations- HAINES (Z) has 
shown that there are no significant structural differences between 
drawings by ^reai' and 'imaqinary' UFD observers* Qut what about 
e simulaLed short UFO sighting? 

MATERIAL AND METHOD 

A diaslide depicting the nightime view of a luminous, structured 
^UFO^ with bottom and tap oortion details visible iifcas displayed 
via slide projector to the auditorium for a fixed time scan under 
□ns minute. Exact descriotions of dlspl^ay material and duration are 
not published to enable us to raoaat the experiment - even with 
readers of this reoort - in the future- 

The exaerimenter Ken Phillips (former HUPGRA and nsu A3SAP 
National Investigations Co-ordinator) asked the voluntary partici- 
nants to observe closely and, after switch-off, sketch, what they had 
seen and give a duration estimate. 

The teat was conducted three times in England with a total of 
El experimEntsl witnesses - first at a Crawley, Husaex Astronomi¬ 
cal Ucciety meeting (April IPth, ISUb), at a Milton Fisynes, IJuck- 
Inqh am shire, Astronomical Ssciety meeting (Ttetober Ltd, 195) and, 
finally, during a bUFDHA meetino at the London business School, 
i^enent^s Park, London, (Detoher bth, 19b5)- Thus, 32 participants 
were more astronamy-related, whereas 29 were more UFU-interested. 

Drawings were collected and sent to Austria for statistical 
a valuation. The idea nf showing a 'UFU diaslide' and asking the 
vietuErs for sketches had its European nremisre at Zistelalm,, 
'islzburq, Austria, in July, 19d2 Involvino lA (mostly sxnErt) 
narticioants of the International UPIAR Enlloquium on Human Sciences 
and UFU Phenomena and Alexander fieul as BxnerimentEr(3) 
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RESULTS 


Eualuation of the aketches and duration estimatEs uisre done by 
clinical psychalagist Or- Alexander hEul and shnuJEd the folloujinD 
strLicturesr ^ 

OtiTation : If a - 5 seconds internal around the true 

Expuaition time is defined as ^ a i/ e r a q e fit ' , then one 
third to half of the kJatchers gave estimates falling 
into this category- About a ne sixth ta one third qf all 
viewers reached a * q no d fit " r+ Z seconds de\/i at ion from 
true time). About one third estimated a shorter than 
'average fit' duration, one seventh to one third ovar- 
estimated it. The roughly one third, ona third, one 
third distribution of under— average and over-estimstions 
is no safe base at all far assessing the quality of 
single 'uitness' estimates 'blindfold' (ujithnut knqu» 
ledge of the true duration). 

tine third to half of the 'u itnesaes drenij almost exact 
s hape Dutlininq of the luhole object seen, about half 
dreui distorted images, one sixth and less denictEd ccm- 
plately dissimilar shapes- 

The main bottcm str ucture of the 'UED' ujas draiijn up one 
third to half nf the siohters and omitted by half to ttuQ 
thiros in their sketches- 

(A) dot tom secondary structures ujere correctly sketched by cne 

sixth to one third of the partioioants, one third ta 

half of the audience gave idrong shapes and the same number 
of people dreu none or fuzzy shapes there, 

(5) Top main structures tuere correctly dspiotad by one thiro 

to half of the ' i t n e s o e s ', one fith to one third dreuj 

Liirong shapes and the same number erf participants sketched 
none or fuzzy shapes, 

C 6) Half to nine tenths of the sketchers qavs the corrEct 

orientation of the ' urp' in space , one tenth to one fourth 
sketched a rim persoectiue, abcut the same number gave the 
Dbiect a comp letely different spatial orientation and 
roughly the same number again dreu an uncertain or no 
spatial □rientation at all, 

(7) C anfabulations, i-e- non-existent details entering per¬ 
ception or recall through ths mind of the observer (e.g. 
from UFU or Science Fiction literature read before the 
exceriment) uiete found in about one fourth of the sketches 
produced by amateur astronainers ‘ meeting oarclpants^ but 

in almost half of the drauinqs by uFologists' meeting 

□ art Icipant^ This " P i e n c e is marked, but hot s t a t. i s t -* 

ically significant (GHi-squared test)- Host of the non¬ 
existent details could be identifiod as parts of a 
'classical LIFD shape' similar to the experimental struct¬ 
ure used, i*E* an unconscious completion tendency ujas 
shoun by people !uha had res'- the respectivs literature - 
mostly ufologists not amatEur astronomers, 

(a) A qenerdl scoring attempt to look for good and bed 

□bservers - one ooint each for average duration fit, corroci 
shape outline, main ana secondary structures correctly 
dratjn, riqbt perspective and nu confabulations - sliDueo 
no di f f erencE at all betuegn the arithmetic irjgan or renalla 
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by amatBLtr astranomer meeting participants and UFO 

mesting members - bath - utere 3, but a someidhat 

greatgr variance (i-e* mare goad and had ubseryers) 
far the UFO meeting visitors (standard deuiatian for 
amateur astrunamers i, 58, far ufologists 1, 97). 

The overall results ahtained ujith a sample of Enolish 'exeeri- 
mental UFO witnesses' indicate that: 

observation duration (exposition time under a rninuts) is 
equally correctly estimsted, over- or under-estimated, 

major structures of the UFD stimulus are correctly re¬ 
produced by a maximum of 5U to fiO per cent of the 
'witnesses' and distorted or forgotten by the rest. 

spatial orientation of the stimulus is remembered best 
by 5D to 9G per cent of the viewers. 

confabulated (non-existent) details enter nearly every 
second drawing, when UFD literature hes been studied ore- 
vious to the simulated observation. 

UFD interested persons showed the same average structure 
recall as amateur astronomy interested one, but a some- 
what greater variance. 


UIuCUjbTDN 

Dur study is only a first attemnt to bring the DFD experience 'into 
the lab' and experimental conditions (exposition time under one min¬ 
ute, diaslide, no film used, emntional dispos1tion different from 
'real sighting') are certainly limits to generalisations, but we 
think we have positively shown that an observer's eyes are no camera 
and 'ufological bias' is a factor to be considered in a critical 
assessment of gerceotion recall material# 

HDJ VDU GAN HqLP 

The authors would like to know whether other, similar experimental 
otudies have been made (and not oubiished) by Qritish or other re¬ 
searchers# Communications msy be sent to: Dr* Alexander heui, 
Piainstr# L?./I22j A5D2D, Lialzhurg, Austria or hen Phillips, 16 
iJednej.'OCd liJialk, Lyminqton hood, lies I Hempstead, London^ ^6# 

HLFE.ljiNCEG 


(1) Elizabeth F.Laftus Eyewitness Testimony. Hurvarrl Uni vs roily 
Press, CambridDG, Kassachusctts - London, Engienri, l^ol. 

(2) lie hard r_ Heines, 'Jhat Do UFlJ Drawings by Aliened Eyewitnesses 
end hon-Lyewitnesses Move in Usmmnn? [n: Pi chard F, ^iainen (Ed) 
dFrjPhenomeneonil the dehaviorei Scientist# IheBcarecroui Press# 
Metuchen, IJ. J. - London 19 79 353-9 5# 

(3J jUcx under Li- Koul - nrhot Eould do This? In: Habertn Farabonc {^d 
Proc-InL. UP I Ad Uullg# on Human dciences cod UFD Pheno'i^ena, 
iiolzburii, Uu] 7 ?r.-2D, 1.981# UP I AH Hilano, Italy lL-2l. . 
















aOFDRA CASE HISTORY 


CLIVE POTTER 


□ bsgrv/ation of a metallic saucer shaped object by inul ti-ujitngsses 
at Hlnckleij/i Leicestarshirg » 

CASE 8L-22 Inuestigat i on by CLIVE POTTER CLOFQIC,SOFORA 

ASSAP) ' 

JULY, igSL Time 21-L5 SST* lyorth-ysst Hinckley, 

Leicestershire (SP A23 3UZ) 

DEFIN XTIDJ\J : MEDIUM 

INTRODUCTIDI^ 


This case yas passed an to the author direct from one of the uit- 
nesses, Mr Grahani Hall, shortly after the sighting cccurred and an 
□n^the-spot^inyestigatien yas therefore able to proceed rapidly. 

The principal witness, Mr Graham Hall,is a ufologist and co- 
founder of the noy defunct Midlands netyork - UFD Research Midlands- 
He is therefore an excellent yitness, being able to note deyn the 
salient points, obtain Sighting Report Questionnaires and oet them 
filled ' in soon after the event, and to assess the situation in a 
reasonably objective manner* 

The main obstacle that yaa encountered uas the centinual Failure 
□f Mr Hallos yife, Pauline, te complete a Sighting Report Question¬ 
naire, although she is regarded as a good uiitnesa and appears open- 
minded about the subject of UFUs. Despite persistent calls and visits 
no farm uas produced although Mr Hall continually said that one uculd 
he- The author is prepared to credit this failure on both of their 
parts as being more due to laziness and a desire not tc put into 
yards her experience rather than an ulterior motive, Mr Hall has 
said that she (Mrs Hall) felt that her comments ere not necessary and 
yould not be uorthyhile* Although the author is prepared tc accept 
this he feels that Mr Hail has been inadequate in his attempts as a 
ufologist in obtaining confirmation from his yife for this felloy 
ufolagist who has been investigatino the case- 

Qbviously, due to Hr Hall's involvement in ufology it yas not 
felt proper for him to investigate it and therefore I yas charged 
yith the conduct of the investigation- 

THE EVENTS 

The event took place at the residence of the Hall family in Hinckley 
and all the family (Hr and Mrs Hall and their three children) yere 
at home yhen the object was sighted at 21-A5 hrs SGT- 

The first yitness to observe the object yas Mr Hallos eldest 
son David (12), uiho yas outside playing in the garden that faces 
SDuth-yest- He suddenly "noticed a thing in the sky- 1 first thought 
it mas a ballcan,Qr a parachute. It yas moving in a strange manner- 
Then it moved above me," David then yent in to call his mother and 
father, and the rest of the family yent cut to see uhat the matter 
yas, David then said that; "It stopped over the other side, !t 
hovered, liie yatched it for a long time. It uas silver ylth a tur* 
qucise 1 igh t • 

His brother Michael ClC) yas inside playing at the time and 
yent outside immediately yhen David said that there yas a UPLl, Michael 
stated that outside uos a "strange shape like a tyre," lL seemsd to 
turn slumly and he yatched it hoverlou in the dlstance end then 
disanpEar, 


















Mr Graham Hall uias 
upstaira at the 
time Lihen his son 
David shouted to 
him ta "carne and see 
this UFQ.” He stated 
thatr remember 

runniriQ downstairs 
rather fast hecaiise 
of the way in which 
he was trying to 
gain my attention, 
his manner was one 
□f great urgency, 
□hviuusly something 
had startled him 
into such action, Qn 
reaching the back 
door of our house, 1 
ran outside and 
looked into the sky 
whereupon I saw a 
large object moving 
at a fast rate of 
speed over our back 
garden anti then over 
neighbouring roof¬ 
tops of houses in 
Milton Close, I 
watched the object 
for a few seconds 
only from this vant¬ 
age point and then 
1 ran back indoors 


and upstairs to first fetch my binoculars and secondly to go to the 
rear bedroom windou in order that I could perhaps observe the 
object (which I presumed to he the same object as before) furtherf 
□n reaching the window I could still see an object speeding 
further away from our location, I then focussed my tinoculars on the 
object and, as I did so,the object stopped and began to circle 
around in the sky in a somewhat strange manner, unlike anything I 
have ever seen before* Through the binoculars 1 could see the object 
clearly. It was shaped similar to a car wheel and appeared metallic, 
The sides were blue, the rim silver and reflecting the setting sun¬ 
light, The object circled in the same unusual manner for approxi¬ 
mately one minute. It then dropped behind a tree and was finally 
lost from view, I scanned the same area of sky with the aid of my 
binoculars for about ten minutes afterwards, but nothing more was seen 
of the object*^' 

Although no lighting Report Questionnaire was compiled by Mrs 
Pauline Hall it was ascertained from Mr Hall that she saw exactly the 
same object undergoing the same oehavinur* 

It may he pertinent to add at this stage that at the time of 
the sighting Mr Hall was upstairs reading a book on the subject of 
UFObp 
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Silver (all over) 



Sketch of object aa oriQinally hraun hy David Hall 


Sketches of abject as 
□riginally drawn by 
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Sketch pf object priginally 
draun by Mr Graham Hall as saen 
through Q x 3D hineculars 


Sketch of object as ariginaily 
draujn by Michael Hall 












SoQn after Mr Hall raparted the sighting to the author arrangements 
uere made to intervieiij the ultnesses at the sits nf the observatinns- 
Sighting Report Questionnaires had already been completed by the 
witnesses under the supervision of Mr Hall, and sketches of the 
subject had also been draiijn- 

The author visited the witnesses with free-lance photographer, 

Mr Gordon McDonagh, who touk several photographs of the site and 
the sky in which the object had been witnessed- 

All af the witnesees were interviewed on-the-site independently 
□ f the others, and all accounts utera similar not only relating to 
the written statements but to each others as well* Certain 
leading questions were asked but this did not affect their accaunts 
as did trick questions. 

Measurements were also taken from the sighting points and 
these were collated with a map of the area* 

An article was featured in the local newspaper but this did 
not bring in any further reports, and neither did a letter tc 
LeicestEr and Hinckley police stations- 

Meteorological information was kindly supplied by a local 
mEtBoro1ogist, Mr David Mutton cf Cosby- 

THE 

The author has known Mr Graham Hall for two years prior to this 
incident and can therefore make a raascnable good assessment of 
him as a witness- The author can state that Mr Hall is a rational 
intelligent and sensible person who would not hoax such a report 
delibarately contrive it in such a manner likely to give a wrong 
impression of a sighting of an unidentified object- 

His standing as a local ufalogist serves to give him credi’* 
hility as a witness, particularly as he has an open-minded and 
rational scientific approach to ufology. He has participated an 
many investigations and can therefore assess a witness's account 
on the basis of this experience and knowledge. He has knowledge 
□f the objects and phenomEna commonly misidentified by witnesses 
and is therefare in a position to view the events on that basis* 

The fact that, as an ufologist, the object was a strange event to 
him and he cculd net rationally explain it strongly suggests that 
it did not represent a normal phenomenon. 

His wife, Pauline, also appears level-headed and rational 
and tends to dissassociate herself from such matters, particularly 
as she is perplexed by the object she saw* 

The children, although raised on science fiction, all appear 
reasonably sensible as children go, and did not exaggerate or 
distort their aocounts- They are all aware of their father's 
interest in ufology but he has schooled thenn to report what they 
see and not what they think they saw if they should report an 
unusual event* 

THE El^jJIRPrjMENT 

The sighting spot, 23 Linden Road, lies towards the central west 
of Hinckley in south west Leicestershire- It is a residential 
area with a recreational area to the south south west of the spot, 
the direction in which the object was seen tc travel, 

The objEct, coming as it did from the north north east would 
have had to travel aver a large residential part nf north 
Hinckley, and over a recreational ground ta the south south west, 
where it was in Tact seen to hover far a short period of time, it 
was travelling to the east of Nuneaton and the course that it was 
taking would have brought it to Coventry. Sefore being soetted by 
the Halls it would have travElled tc the west of LeicEster, over 
a rural area of villages and hamlets- 
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The Nuneaton-Hinckley area has been the source of many UFO 
reports In recent yearSj and Hinckley itself contains the minqr 
"uiindoy areas^ - Burbage Common to the east of Hinckley^ and 
Sketchley Hill to the south* The associaticn uith faults and 
anomalous light phenomena does not appear to he relevant here 
since mhat iijas oheerved ljos a definite physical object of metallic 
construction and of apparent artificial manufacture. 

EliALUATlDN 

The total duration of the sighting as estimated by Hr Hall ujas 
□ bout tuio minutes using his uatch after the event, hut recon¬ 
struction produced a time of aruund 1D5 seconds, about I 7 minutes- 
The colour of the object has been evaluated on the basis of 
all the account to have been silver on the outside and turquoise in 
the centre. David Hall did notice a series of small black marks 
around the rim that bjere stationary- 

Ali of the Ljltnesses confirm that the object uas not 
spinning- The size of the objecti at arm’s length, ujas likened 
to that of a one pence piace- 

A slight uobbling of the object uas noticed by all of the 
uitnesses but it kept a steady path from north north east to south 
south west* 

From the rear bedroom Mr Hall estimated the object tc have 
been about 20-25 degrees at angular height- 

Hr Hall vieued the object through a pair of S x 30 binoculars 
and noticed that looked at endU 3 ays the central part of the object 
appeared raised, like a hump- This uias coloured turquoise, although 
Michael said that it looked black, and it did not reflect light, 
only the silver rim uas shining. In the distance, over the recrea¬ 
tional ground, the object appeared to exhibit a rocking mot inn 
and hovered, apparently almost dropping to the ground- It then 
disappearEu into the distance, uihere Mr liall believes that he may 
have caught sight of it, 

David Hall first caught sight cf it as it approached from 
behind the front of the house and estimates that a 10 pence piece 
Ljould cover it up at that moment- 

The object mas considered strange in that its motion mas 
unusual, the fact that it stepped and circled after having sped 
rapidly across the sky seconds before; its speed across the sky 
although the witnesses say that there mas no uind that day; the 
object had no mings or fins; the lack of sound and exhaust fumes; 
its unusual shape; and its lorn height- 

C 0NCLU5IDN 

All the passible explanations mere loaked into to try and 
account far the phenomenon observed by the Hall family. The 
important facts of the case are that a metallic and manufactured 
object mas observed by multi-uitnesses, one of mhem tjas a ufologist 
□f many years standing, mho all agreed as to its nature and be¬ 
haviour- No air traffic mas in the vicinity at the time that could 
possibly have accounted for the phEnomenon observed. Idhat is unusual 
mas that no other mitnesses came foruardto report it altbnugh it 
mould appear likely that there are strong reasons for suoposing 
that other people mould have seen it, particularly so as it mas 
over a recreational oark- Homever, it mas also travslling ouite 
racidly and, at the time in question, there might not have been 
that many psopls around and, as is generally knomn, people no not 
tend to look up at the sky. 
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The most likely explanation that can he found is that a 
model balloon ujas respansihle since the mare recent models 
are metallic and often brightly coloured and shaped in a variety 
□ f lijays, Hotijever all of the [Witnesses agree that it was not a 
balloon and Mr Hall is adamant in stating that it did not look or 
behave like one* In fact, the object ujas moving quite rapidly 
and straight, an odd Dccurrence uhen one considers that there Ldas 
hardly^any wind, the maximum speed being about one mph, and the 
direction quite variable after lfl,DQ hours and very light. The 
day had been sunny and hot uith a top temperature of 27-8°C with 
the temperature at 22.UO hrs 05T of The fact also that the 

object stopped, hovered and circled over the recreation park is 
also strange and suggests that the object was intelliqentlu 
controlled- ^ 

The only cnnclusion that the author can give is that it must 
be classed as unidentified and UFO, probable IFQ- 

APPENDIX 


The size of the abject can be estimated roughly from the equa¬ 
tion: y = 1 X s where s size of the camparison abject 1 = 
a 

distance of the object and a = arm^s length. Since the distance 
must be gauged very inaccurately from a map and the camparison 
□bjsct may in itself be inaccurate the final answer will bs only 
a guide. From Hr Hall's estimate we can ascertain from a map that 
the maximum distance at which the object was gauged would have 
been approximately 4D0 metres. Since the length of the arms is 
about 56Dmm and the size of the comparison object is a ID pence 
piece, then the equation produces the result of 12 metres. If the 
distance was 3DD metres the equation would have been 9,ID metres, 
and if it had been 2DD metres then the size would be fi metres, 

David Hall estimated the objsct as being the size of a ID pence 
piece at arm's length when overhead so the equation is: 

^ ^ V so the height would have been approximately 2GB metres 

s 

heigh, if the estimation py Hr Hall of ADD metres is taken. If 
the distance of 3D0 metres is taken then the Equation produces 
the height of 2D1 metres, and if 2DD metres then the height would 
he 13A metres* But all these estimations are deoendent on Mr Hallos 
estimaticn of the distance and comparativE size so we can assume 
a maximum Estimete of size as about six metres. If the object 
was really at a height of twice the house then the abject^s size 
would be D,8 metres-, about the size af a metallic model balloon. 

The spEeo of the object appears to have been rapid, unlike 
the behaviour of a balloon especially when the weather conditions 
were not conducive to such behaviour. The angular velocity taken 
by the object ia computed as D.AZ degrees per second, although 
this includes the time taken whilst the object was circling aver 
the park in the distance, 

Dne can speculate as to whether the object could have been 
a metallic model balloon made of thin plastic aluminiurn laminate, 
sometimes with coloured mataliic patches on the object- The 
average size of these balloons is about D-A5 metras, and this 
would conform tc semeof the characteristics of the ohjECt, even 
the size if we are to assume that Mr Hall's estimate is wrong 
and that the object was quite low. The spead of the object was 
computed tc have been about IGkms per hour, that is about D mph 
which sseems to negate against a balloon because there was 
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Draun by Michael Hall at 22.DQhra 
□n July 6th, 19fl4< 






little, if any^ iijind that day- 

Therefore, the case must be descrided as a "Prablamatic UFD", 
ujhere the report has fundamental difficulties that make it uncertain 
in ascribing it to the IFD category, hut at the same time questions 
its value as UFO data- 


HELP ^iJANTED 


NIGFL MURTIHFR, 33 Green Lane, Addinqham, flkley, 

iJest Yorkshire LS29 GJH is undertakinri same research into 

UFD case sightings frurr ryouember, l^/iM- 

He ujDuid be most grateful tn hear From any GLfFDRA 
membEra i^ha provide him uith any infarmatian- Please 
urite to Mr Mortimer at the adflreas above* 
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Letters to the Editor 


From: J* Danby (M), 

Preston, Lancashire- 

The Last Strauj 

5ir * Incredible as it ruay seem 
I have refrained From uriting to 
yny until noiij on the matter of the 
Camphe 11/Rand1es syndrome* The 
latest (March) issue of the Bulletin 
Lias the last strau, hence this 
letter* 

T have observed the develcc- 
ing acrimony betiiieen Randles and 
Campbell, in parallel uith the 
mounting indications of paranoia 
shoun by Gordon Creighton, uith 
steadily increasing dismay, my 
least concern being that these in¬ 
dividuals, all published authors 
of one form or another, have a 
direct outlet to the public, and 
I fear that the (intErested) pub¬ 
lic must inevitably come to the 
conclusion that these persons ara 
typical of ’ufologists' and re¬ 
present the 'exoert’ vieuf* Other 
matters 1 find disquieting are 
the increasingly fantastic theories 
of Genny Randles and the astonish¬ 
ing statements promulgated by Steuart 
Campbell* Leave Gordon Creighton I 
leave for a moment* 

Before I comment on these 
matters, let me state the position 
from uhich I do so- First of all I 
111 ill say that there is no person 
uhomone could describe as an 
'expert' on 'UFOs'- As Mr Spook 
(he of the pointed ears, not the 
childish D Doctor) uould say: '^In¬ 
sufficient data, Contain-’ In other 
UJords there is insufficient mater¬ 
ial or data available far study and 
analysis which would allow anyone 
to becnme an 'expert'* Unless of 
course those unconfirmed accounts of 
’flying saucers' and occuosnts 
locked away in American bases are 
true! In which case, the 'experts’ 
are keeping their beads down! It 
follows as a logical conclusion of 
this lack of firm dsta that I do not 
subscribe to any theory uihich has 
been out forward, nor do T attempt 
any explanation myself * In the 
words of the song: "Nothing’s im- 
oossiblE J have found", so I merely 
note the 'evidEnce' and the 
theories, howev.:' 'way-out’ and 


leave the explanations until, I 
hope, sufficient evidence becomes 
available to alloui canclusions to 
be drawn* It may never happen, but 
you never know! 

I noiij turn to Stauart Camobell, 
our RIC for Scotland- UJhilst I would 
defend an individual’s right to hold 
and express their opinions on any 
subject, I find it incredible that 
an official of the Association, and 
an RIC, should express such a dog¬ 
matic and wholly biased view on our 
subject, esoecially when the Aims 
□f the Association are clearly 
stated in such a way as to avoid 
bias and prejudice* Aim 1 of the 
Association, if I may remind 
readers, states that the policy of 
the Association is "to enoourage, 
promote, and conduct unbiased 
scientific research of unidentified 
flying objects (UFG) □hanomens 
throughout the United Kingdom*" 
Campbell’s position, that UFOs do 
not exist and that all unexolained 
cases could he explained in a con¬ 
ventional manner given that suffi¬ 
cient data were to be a available, 
seems to ma to bs indicative of a 
biased and clnsad minp on the sub¬ 
ject, and certainly at variance 
with the aims and objects of the 
Association- . 

Jenny Randles, T fear, seems 
to spend a large prooortion of her 
time inventing new words, or rather, 
devising strange and fantastic 
pseud 0 -acientific aoplicationc for 
existing words- T was beginning to 
think that Jenny had cams to be- 
liavE that the entire manifestation 
of unexolained ohenomena was 'all 
in the mind,’ but re-reading some 
of Jenny’s writings has reassured 
me that she still has a placa for 
a 'nuts and bolts’ aaproach, as 
well as other morE exotic and 
fanciful theories- Jurely the 
English language has a surfeit of 
terms which could be used in their 
correct ano establlsheo sense to 
describe any asnect of the sub.'ecL? 
i3y coining evermore exotic and fan¬ 
ciful pseudo-scientific terninolony, 
Jenny, to her discredit, may come 
ro he thouL^ht nf as nsrt of the 
'lunatic fringe'- A more ratloml 
voCEibulory wnulo surei" her 

t h a 0 r I Es 0 more a i: c e o L a b 1 a t n e r 
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readers': 

GorilDn Creightan, a aan for 
whoin I have a great deal of res- 
pectj seems te me to be shoiijinQ 
increasing signs of parunnia, at 
least that is the impression he 
is creating in my mind kiith his 
more recent aditorials- 1 da not 
dispute the accusations of 
^CDver-up’ and ^manioulation^ and 
so on ujhich are implicit in Mr< 
Creighton’s heavily obscured 
Ldritinpe; I am not in a position 
ta do SO- Nor am I able to 
supoort them* But I uould orge_ 
Crsiohtnn to be mare explicit. 

He should come out in the open 
and state quite dearly mhat it^ 
is he is trying to say.ftnd^ having 
done that, be should give evidence. 

He may then begin to be believed 
rather than bainn in danger of 
categorisation as just another 
rather harmless eccentric, 1 have 
Budscrihed to FLYING SAUCER RLVIEU 
for many yearSf and I shall continus 
to do sOj hut I must confess that 
I have certain misgivings about the 
imoression given by the last feuJ 
issues of FSR, 

From: t’lanfred Cassirar. 

London^ NU6, 

□ amp bell's Dversi inp 1 i f i cat ion 

Sir - Gteuart GGamnbail in his 
article on THE UFU MYTH (March 
FiULLEriN) Duer simpl i f i as a very 
involved nroblem in stating cate- 
gnrically that 'ghosts' are to 
be counted among those (unrelated) 
’entities' that are mere ^figments 
□f the human imagination'; though 
no doubt some are- Steuart tyoically 
confuses the issue (a la 'bceotioal 
Inquirer’) by lumoinq everything to¬ 
gether; tactics one rather tires of 
sometimes- Uf course, one may uell 
agree that they are not necessarily 
□r at all "revenants" as believed 
in the Middle AgeeCl), There are, 
ho'-iJever ’ueridical' crisis aonari — 
Lions that can by nn means be laughed 
off- 

to uFDs they are indsed 
cl nsely rslateo (in oart) to this 
ohanomen0nj and oeoolc often see 
humehO'd finores □urresnonding 


basically to apparitions in that 
they are not 'real' (whatever that 
may meanl) I do not embrace the 
ET hypothesis, and find the UFU 
syndrome quite fascinating Enough 
in itself without it, and prefer to 
study the UFO phenomenon . 

In his eagerness to confuse, 
Steuart^s own 'failure to define 
terms' causes him to fail into the 
trap of mixing up two disparate 
quest Ions 

Cl) Are UFOs from outer soace? 

C2) Are there unexplained 
sightings? 

The answer to (1) is 'No^; to 

(2) 'Yes,' 

Reference : 

Cl) idoyer in The Folklnre of 
Ghosts, ed- Davidson and 
Russell* Brewer, Cambridge,19B1. 


From* f^igel Hortimer, Tikley, 

LiJest Yorkshire, 

HUFDRA Computer Filss 

5i r - 

I would like to echo Paul 
Fuller’s comment regarding Mike 
:iJootten’s article concerning the 
HUFORA Computerised Data System^ 
(CULLCII^'J, Jeiuary, 1966). 

J not only congratulate Hike, 
but also aomire his ’new’ 
apnroach to u'^ological research- 
1 can say little more than Paul 
Fuller hns alreacy said, about the 
great benefits of the work that 
Mike had put forward, hut to say 
that I know only Loo well how much 
effort is requiretl in achievinp a 
oractical system that works uull 
for everyone. 

Mike knows that J too noerate 
a similar computerised filinq 
system, which is Pasetl in inrkshire 
Tt holds many sight inns tri^t are 
not on the lUFCNA files, some tout 
can Oe t.ermed very ’“icortunt cases. 
It nogs without sayinp tnet 
nUFUliA and Mike can nave any 
access to these for imr■ I us ^ r in 
the nUKljm^ system- 't "'ov oe 
n n n n b i e to uo r I' t :' i e t n e r in future 
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and su achieve a more completa 
understanding of the phenomenon 
in all parts of the country - If 
this becames posslblcj then I 
am sure Mike uill readily agree 
that ue shall at last have at 
last achieved a useful and 
valuable liaisan* 


From: Steuart Campbell, 

Edinburgh, Scotland* 

Not Guilty 

Sir - 

I resent Hike EiJootten's 
implication that I am guilty of 
^investigations malpractice^ (if 
he iiias not implying that, uhy 
did he mental on it?)! Quite 
frankly there is never enough 
information to he 100 per cent 
sure of an evaluation (just as 
science can never he abs□1utely 
sure cf anything) andmost 
evaluations are basically 
hypotheses iijhich can explain 
the report. In the absence of 
relevant cr believable hypo¬ 
theses a report must be ^un 
expalined*, uhich means only 
that the report could net he 
explained Cat the time). It does 
nnt mean, as Mike seems to 
think, that a 'UFD^ uias seen. In 
this connecticn I cbject to 
Mike Vs entering unexplained cases 
as a report of a * UFO^ in the 
database. 

BLfFORflVs Investigation Hand¬ 
book (paragraph 8.89) specifi¬ 
cally prohibits any case being 
explained as a 'UFD*, and I do 
not believe that I have ever 
dens so. Ncr is Mike justified 
in presuming that because a 
report is unexplained the in¬ 
vestigator has done his job 
thorooghly. Explanations depend 
on the knouledge and experience 
□f the investigator and on hey 
much data he has been able to 
collect about the circumstances 
of the incident. 3ut none of us 
are perfect or omniscient. I am 
particularly conscious that my 
knowledge is incomplete and I find 
that neiiJ hypotheses to explain 
old reports, arise from time to 
time. 


Hike has sent me a print-out of 
all 2U cases, and I have advised 
him of my re-evaluations. Nona of 
the cases remain 'unidentified*, 
although there uere tyo reports 
yhich I could not identify. 

Because I disparage the data¬ 
base it does not fellow that I do 
not realise that a great deal of 
time has been spent on its com¬ 
pilation. I only wish that so 
much time had not been masted. 

Mike should note that I dc not 
live in an 'ivory toyer* and that 
my hands are *dity' with invest!- 
gaticn of UFO reports most of the 
time. 

In ansyer to Jenny Handles' 
question (put in public but never 
in private) as to yhy, if UFOs 
don't exist, I am still 'investi¬ 
gating them', I must (once again) 
point out that none of ius invest^ 
igates UFOs; ye investigate UFD 
repnrts . UFOs may not exist but 
UFQ raporta certainly do exist. I 
seem to be having trouble putting 
this important distinction across. 
I investigate UFD reports because 
fey other people do so (at least 
with any hope cf finding the 
correct explanations) and because 
they interest me. Uhat people 
think they see in the sky and the 
phenomena they see ara matters of 
interest to science. I alas con¬ 
tinue to investigate UFD reports 
in the hope that my rational 
explanations-yill relieve people 
□f unnecessary supersiticus 
beliefs and prevent the spread of 
the UFD myth. There is also the 
possibility of teaching scienoe 
through UFD investigation. Perhap 
Jenny will noy stop asking silly 
questions. 

From: Steuart Dampbell, 
Edinburgh, Scotland. 

The Peter Day Film 
Sir - 

Jenny Handles has diffi¬ 
culty accepting SCUrjHI's con¬ 
clusion that the object in Peter 
Day's film yas the F-111 which 
crashed shortly afterwards. 
Dlearly I'lc Jdject in the film 
is not an aircraft, hut it can 
have been the glow of its ex¬ 
haust, particularly if the 
engine was ooeTatinq on reheat 








(if the pl 3 ^e »i.as in ulffl- 
culty it coulc havs □sen nn 
reheat t-' try ta □btair' irjore 
□ □iiisr) » This ax-lain 

\jihy the fil^ C3es net Bnnw 
the elane crasniny* 

Although un the filra^ the 
oranoe glatj mpyee frnm left to 
right* it is obvious that (if 
it is the exhaust) tne elans 
yas actually flying auay fron 
Day in cloud such that only 
the exhaust oloy coulc tjs seen- 
Indeed, Jennysketch, although 
it has the crash site too far 
south) does show such a coursEp 
The exhaust glow would have 
become progreasively invisible^ 
perhaps intermittently towards 
the end) uhen the amout of 
cloud between the plane and Day 
became thick enough to obscurs 
it* Such disaopearance is visi¬ 
ble on the film. From the angular 
speed of the glow end the known 
speed of an F-111, the aporoxi- 
mate angle of the planers course 
to Day's line of sight can he 
calculated* I predict that it- 
will point in the general dir¬ 
ection of the site of the crash- 
SCUFORI's conclusion is 
entirely justified and Jenny^s 
continued scepticism is not* 



NEWS 


JUl^E 1986 LECTURE 

Lionel Seer will give the 
evening lecture on June 7th, 
1536 at the LONDON BUSINESS 
SCHOOL, Niyi. He will take as 
his theme the recent Marian 
phenomena at Ballinspittle* 
Lionel^s hook THE MOUING 
STATUE OF BALLINSPITTLE AND 
RELATED PHENOMENA has now been 
published* Copies are avail¬ 
able from Lionel at 15 Freah- 
wster Court, Crawford Street, 
London hilH IHS, 

Copies will be available 
at the lecture and the book 
will be reviewed in the next 
issue of the BULLETIN, 

The book is priced at £2 (glossy 
cover) £1-75 (nnn glossy)* 


NEWS 


OBITUARY 

Council have learned with very 
deep regret of the iSath, on 
March Gth, 19B6 of Miss Betty 
iiJnod, the Association's Secretary 
for over 18 yeare- 

A tribute tc Betty and her 
untiring work for BUFQRA will 
appear in the next issue of the 
BULLETIN* 


DATA PROTECTION ACT 

3UFE3RA has registered as a 
data usar/ttureau under the 
tar^s of the DATA RPRDTECTIDN 
ACT which cama intn forca on 
May lith, 1966, 

All mamberahip records will 
be transferred to computer 
within the next few months and, 
hooefylly, the job will be 
comoletsd by the early sutumn* 


3UFDRA OQDK - ADth Anhiversarv 

aoFORA is clanning to publish 
in the summer of 1967 a book 
to merk the LOth annivaraary 
of Hennath Arnold's Mount 
Rainier sighting* Many Uh and 
□verseas contributors have been 
lined uo and most aspecta of 
the subject will he covered, 

Houever the editors, HILARY 
EUANS and JOHN BARRETT are still 
looking for aeridus scientific 
paoers for publication* If you 
have something you would like to 
offer please let us know* 
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